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Haringey Council will have given you a copy of its allotments tenancy 
agreement, which clearly sets out tenants’ responsibilities. This 
handbook describes some additional local rules for the site but also 
reinforces some of the council’s rules. 
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These local rules, our Constitution, the council's tenancy agreement, and the council's
Notes for New Allotment Tenants are available from our website at http://www.apaa.org.uk

Please contact the Site Secretary (Alison Liney) for further advice on any matter affecting 
you and your allotment plot.  
Tel: 07773 235713 or 0208 883 8054   email:<a.liney186@btinternet.com>
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Introduction

Welcome to the Alexandra Palace Allotments site, a statutory allotment site enjoying a degree of 
protection from any application to the Secretary of State for change of use.  Our allotments were set
up in 1917 on land owned by the Alexandra Palace Trust, giving local people space to grow their 
own fruit and vegetables. The whole site has three named parts: Grove Lodge Meadows (across the 
top of the site), the Nursery (alongside the garden centre car park) and Alexandra Park (on both 
sides of the site roadway). 

Day to day management of the allotment site is administered by a volunteer Site Secretary 
supported by a management committee elected from members of the Ally Pally Allotments 
Association (APAA). All plot tenants automatically become members of the Association, which 
promotes and protects their interests as allotment gardeners and takes joint action for the benefit of 
all members. 

In recent years the site association has 

1. maintained waiting lists and let plots in accordance with Haringey Council’s equal opportunity 
policies.

2. installed an evaporating toilet, with funding from the Lottery Fund.

3. improved site security by new plantings around the perimeter fence and improving the gates and
fencing at the two entrances.

4. carried out repairs to the water supply, maintained communal pathways and roadways.

5. arranged the delivery of Haringey Eco Park compost and free wood chippings.

6. organised horticultural workshops (‘improving your soil’, ‘growing chrysanths & dahlias’) and 
apple-pressing sessions.

7. organised the growing and sale of plants to plot-holders and, at an Annual Plant Sale, to plot-
holders and the general public.

8. arranged collections of bagged rubbish and scrap metal.

9. represented members’ interests at regular Allotment Forum meetings with Haringey Council to 
improve the management of allotments. For example, it took joint action with the Forum to 
challenge a proposal to double rents in 2013/14.

10. taken joint action to successfully challenge a proposal to remove all hose union taps from 
Haringey allotment sites under the 1999 Water Regulations.

Plot-holders at Ally Pally are encouraged to join the Central Hornsey and District Allotments and 
Horticultural Society (CHADAHS), which also has members at the Shepherds Hill allotments site. 
Its annual subscription is £2, due in January of each year. – see www.chadahs.org.uk       
CHADAHS is responsible for three activities:

1. Sales of gardening supplies including seeds and seasonally appropriate live matter such as seed 
potatoes, onion and shallot sets – on a non-profit basis, so price competitive. 

2. An Annual Show of allotment produce, flowers, baked goods etc., held every September.

3. An annual coach outing to some place of horticultural interest.
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1 Bees and Chickens

1.1 Bees and chickens may only be kept on the allotment site with the permission of the Council 
and the APAA.  See the Site Secretary for further details.

2 Bonfires 

2.1 Bonfires are not allowed between 1 April and 30 September and should never be lit on Sundays 
and Bank Holidays.

2.2 Bonfires may only be lit where they cause no nuisance to any neighbour, tenant or otherwise. If 
you are asked to extinguish a nuisance bonfire by a neighbour, tenant or otherwise, you must do so 
immediately.

2.3 A bonfire should never be left unattended; make sure that when leaving the plot the fire is 
completely extinguished.

2.4 A smoky bonfire which causes a nuisance to neighbours and local residents will be in 
contravention of the allotment agreement and could result in the loss of your tenancy.
 

3 BBQ and picnic parties

3.1 Every tenant has the overriding right to the peaceful enjoyment of their allotment plot at all 
times, free from noise, nuisance and smoke.

3.2 That being said, you may have an occasional BBQ or picnic on your plot for a small group of 
family and friends of no more than 10 people (including children) provided that you consider your 
neighbours and do not spoil their enjoyment of their plot.

1. Only use portable or temporary BBQs and do not use them inside sheds and other structures.  
2. Do not cause a nuisance to neighbouring tenants and households through smoke, noise, trespass 

or theft.
3. Tenants should escort their guests to and from the entrance gates. All gates should be kept 

locked at all times.
4. A tenant hosting a party is responsible for the health & safety of all guests when they are on the 

allotment site, whatever the lighting and weather conditions. 
5. Only charcoal is to be used as a fuel on a BBQ between 1 April and 30 September. 
6. Guests should not be allowed to wander around the site unescorted or enter onto any other 

allotment plot, including vacant plots.
7. Children should be supervised at all times and should not be allowed to run around the allotment

site or enter onto any other allotment plot, including vacant plots.
8. An evaporating toilet is available on the site, which you and your guests are expected to use 

when required.
9. All BBQ or picnic rubbish is to be removed from the allotment site and disposed of at home 

immediately after the event. 
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4 Co-workers

Tenants are expected to maintain their own plots though they may have the assistance of up to two 
co-workers who should register with the allotments office by contacting 
allotment.enquiries@haringey.gov.uk

5 Health and safety

5.1 Tenants are responsible not only for their own safety but also for the safety of anyone visiting 
their plot, whether invited or not. 

5.2 The Association will accept no liability in respect of any claim whatsoever arising from 
personal injury to the tenant or any third party which occurs on the site.

5.3 It is recommended that the tops of garden canes should have a cap or plastic bottle to protect 
you from a cane poking your face or an eye when bending down.

5.4 Items with sharp-edges (e.g. metal fencing) should not be used alongside paths. 

5.5 Ensure that path edges alongside your plot are safe and clearly visible (not obscured by grass, 
for example), and that there are no trip hazards.

5.6 Stoves using cylinders of gas above 1kg may not be used in sheds.

6 Maintenance of plot perimeters

6.1 Tenants must maintain all common footpaths immediately bordering their plot. These should be 
kept clear and accessible at all times. Any grass on paths must be kept short. 

6.2 Tenants with plots bordering the Top Path or the site roadway must control the plot edge 
alongside these rights of way, removing any gardening wastes.

6.3 Maintenance of the site boundaries is the responsibility of the Council and the APAA, including
the fences side of the Top Path. 

7 Parking

7.1 By concession, you are allowed to park your motor vehicle in the car park at the top of the site, 
except when association events are taking place in that area (e.g. café on first Sunday of every 
month, the AGM, or the annual Plant Sale). Priority is given to members with severe personal 
mobility problems.  Public parking is generally available at The Grove car park in Alexandra Park.

7.2 Motor vehicles should not be parked in a manner that is likely to cause an obstruction to other 
users including pedestrians, wood chip and compost deliveries, or deliveries to the Trading Shed.

7.3 It should be necessary to bring your motor vehicle on site only for the purposes of loading and 
unloading heavy items.  

7.4 You are not allowed to create any new parking space on your allotment garden. 
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7.5 Pedestrians have right of way at all times and motor vehicles are restricted to a 5 mph speed 
limit whilst on the allotment site. 

8 Pesticide use on allotments 

8.1 Haringey Council, the Haringey Allotment Forum and the APAA are committed to minimising 
the use of pesticides including weedkillers, metaldehyde based slug pellets, insecticides, fungicide 
sprays and animal repellents and actively encourage good environmental and sustainable practices 
including the use of organic alternatives.

8.2 Pesticides and other chemicals may only be used on the allotment site that are of the same 
formulation and concentration as those that can be purchased for use by amateur gardeners.  These 
are the gardening products that can be purchased from the Trading Shed, garden centres, DIY stores
or supermarkets.  

8.3 Do not buy pesticides from the internet or when abroad until you have checked the HSE website
that they are legal to use in the UK by amateur gardeners. 

8.4 Tenants are responsible for ensuring that any pesticides, herbicides or chemicals are stored 
safely and securely and are used in an appropriate manner so as not to cause any adverse effects to 
the public, wildlife or neighbouring plots.

9 Petrol-driven power tools

9.1 Petrol driven power tools such as strimmers, mowers and cultivators create a noise nuisance. 
They may never be used before 8am or after 8pm. On Sundays and Bank Holidays they may not be 
used before 10am or after 1pm. Period of use on Sundays and Bank Holidays - one hour maximum.

10 Plot Inspections

10.1 The Council’s Allotment Officer inspects allotment gardens three times a year, generally in 
April, July and September to check that tenants are fully complying with the terms and conditions 
of the Tenancy Agreement. Plots should show signs of recent gardening activity appropriate to the 
season.

11 Rubbish Management

11.1 You are responsible for the removal of all non-compostable, non-recyclable and non-burnable 
rubbish for disposal off the allotment site. 

11.2 Do not bring items onto the allotment site which do not degrade naturally such as glass, plastic
waste, synthetic carpets etc.  

11.3 Twice yearly bagged rubbish collections take place in the March and October for the removal 
of ‘bagged-up’ general rubbish excluding wood, scrap metal, carpets, weeds and other green 
compostable plant waste.  The rubbish must be placed in securely tied strong plastic bags.  Advance
notice will be given of the collections. 

12 Site security 

12.1 Always lock gates to the site immediately after you pass through - do not leave open while you
park a vehicle, nor leave unlocked for a visitor.
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12.2 If you feel safe, challenge people who are seeking entry but do not have a key and who you do 
not recognise. Report any such incident to the Site Secretary.

12.3 Anyone entering the allotment site should be officially authorised to do so. If you ask a friend 
to look after your plot during your absence please inform the Site Secretary.

13 Toilet Facilities

13.1 There is an evaporating toilet on site, situated at the rear of plot AP29A.  Please ensure that 
you and any guests always leave the toilet bowl clean after use.

13.2 Constructing a toilet of any description on your allotment garden will result in the immediate 
termination of your tenancy.  

14 Trees

14.1 You are allowed to plant fruit trees on your allotment garden.  However, new fruit trees should
be on dwarf rootstock restricting the height of the tree to 3m maximum and should not be planted 
where they will shade any neighbouring plot.  

14.2 You are not allowed to prune, cut, trim or otherwise damage the mature old field boundary 
trees or hedgerows.  Any nuisance tree located there should be reported to the Site Secretary.

15 Watering

15.1 It is important to do all that you can to help conserve water and reduce water consumption on 
the allotment site. The water supply is metered and the cost of the water used is included in the 
annual allotment charge. 

15.2 If you have a shed or greenhouse, consider collecting water from its roof. Soft rainwater is 
undoubtedly better for plants than treated mains hard water. Cover the water butt to avoid algae 
growth.

15.3 Hosepipes, if used, must be hand-held at all times.  Standalone sprinklers are not allowed.

16 Wildlife

16.1 It is recommended that all ponds have a sloping edge that will allow any animal that falls in to 
get out.

16.2 It is recommended that all tanks or barrels of water are covered to prevent birds or animals 
falling in, or place a plank between the surface of the water and the side of the tank.

16.3 The edges of our site and some other places that are not part of any plot provide important 
habitats and food sources for wildlife. If your plot is at an edge of the site with a boundary hedge, 
the appropriate management should be agreed with the Site Secretary.
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